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FOR THE NIGHTINGALE. 


CHRISTIANS AND HEATHENS, 


CONTRASTED. 





In a country, where toleration graces the age, 
where bigotry and perfecution are known only by 
name, it furely will not be efteemed worthy of an 
inquifition to examine the different ages of mankind, 
in regard to religion, which ought to be permitted 
with the fame freedom, with which we canvafs the 
cuftoms and manners of different nations. 

If it be not herefy, we will enter into a difquifi- 
tion, concerning the merit of the antient Heathens 
and modern Chriftians, with a few remarks on 
their worfhip. 

Since the dawn of chriftianity, the arts and fci- 
ences have flourifhed, ocean has become a highway, 
and mankind have been refined almoft into Frenchi- 
men. But might not all this have happened, were 
we ftill Heathens 2 Might we not have had a New. 
ton, a Columbus, a polite Chefterfield ? The quefs 
tion is, are we be'ter than Heathens? How many 
Socrates and Platos have we had, fince the dark 
night, (as it is called) of paganifm ? Have the arts 
Vol. I. Z 








ays THE NIGHTINGALE, 
awd fciences, naviretion ond refinement ever made 
mankind better? ‘Lo affertthey have not, before 
1 uld tavor highly of dogmatifin ; but if we 
confuicr what a train of evils they have introduced 
with them, we fhal heir ingenuity and 
ule, but not their piety. ‘The-beft ef men, fince the 
awn of chriilianity, ‘have 
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ception, it 1s true, but what good did his title of 
of Doctor do him ; how much better did learning 
make him ? He was was the chriitian’s greateft ene- 
my; and nought but omnipotence could bring him 
to a fenfe of his duty. That the arts, &c. have not 


made mankind better, is here fpoken, concerning 
the heart. That we are more refined is evident, 
that we are more wife (efpecially in our own con- 
ceits) is alfo introvertible. But whether we merit 
Elyfium, more than the antient Greeks, Romans 


or Barbarians, will appear to an impartialift, doubt 
ful. 

Why are we fo fri; ghtfully d difgufted with the 
name of heathen? To call a man a heathen, is 
a reproach; it conveys a far Sets ched, diirefpeétful 
term. Y¢ ceanight an Hes cias arife from the dead,he 
would cry for us all. He would curfe our vile arts, 
and thofe men of fcience, who could contemplate 
the ftars, nay ken all nature with a glance, but never 
lifcover a God, as he is, or which is worfe, difcover 
him,and neglect him. What could he fay m favour 
of navigation, by which, are imported as many vices, 
as goods? ‘Truly, chriftianity has tia ye a door for 
every virtue; but how few enter it! Chrifhianity 
has taught us princi les, whereby we can die na & 
ple: fure 3 ; oe who dics with heathen fortitude? 


Does not the aged, infirm, chriftian, tottering on the 
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brink of the grave, fhrink back, like a daftard ; and 
far from beiag weaned from this | fo, he is weaned 
from heaven. Go refined chriftians, and afk a fav- 
age how to‘die! It-may be replied, chriftians die 
in a bleficd hope. Woaere one dies in'that bleffed 
hope, y Sgr die in d fp air, and ten thoufand 
with a fear, unknown toa favage. 

With all our knowledee, with all our refinement, 
with the light of revelation, we are not more virtuous 
than the antient heathens. For we outils do not 
die eafier ; and itis the prerogative of piety, every 
chriftian will confefs, to make a death bed eafy. 
The heathens in many refpects were guilty of what 
we are innocent; yet we have fully i invented our 
part of enormities. For inftance, hypocrify, in reli- 
gion, was-unknown to them, they ead no particu- 
Jar word to figmify it. But every chriflian is too 
apt to infinuate that his brother is a hypocrite; i 
extacy, like the pharifee, they thank - God, they azz 


not lixe other men. The art of fwearing is alfo a 

modern invention. The sah ns had not “damn 

my eyes” to grace the converfation ; their common 
t 7 


place words were gencrally a | harmlefs Pol, Medius 
fidius, or Mehercuie! Another of our cnormitics, 
modern Tyburn, can expofe. What heathen coun- 
try ever hung annually fo many criminals, as fingle 
g lly | 

Tyburn does? The chriftians better? ves, better 
fitted for the gallows. Even modern barbarians 

fe! > 


the moft favage vagrants are ignorant of whata 
gallows is. They | have very few, or no laws A 


happy circumftance; the leis laws, a probable fign 
of their doing without them. Our firft parents had 
but one law, which had they never known, they 
might-never have breken. 

Their faith was infinitcly fuperior to ours; they 
could proftrate themiclves before an idol, and with 
the utmoft confidence and fincerity.addrefs it. With- 
eut revelation, they could fee Jupiter, im thunder, 
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and hear him in the wind, and reverence him. 
While we, in general, confefs God with our lips 
only ; nay, many of us do notthat. Rather thana 
difparagement to them, did not fuch faith deferve 
an eulogy t ? Would not that general be more pleaf- 
ed with thofe foldiers, who, at a diftance, anticipat. 
ing, performed his orders in part, than with thofe, 
who obeyed by immediate precept, In the Greek, 
Roman, and other countries, you could not find a 
family, without their houfchold gods. New if they 
had faith, in tl sem; and worfhippe -d them with fin. 
ccrity, was not the fincerity of their hearts, as accep- 
table to God, as the irkfome, impatient, inanmiated, 
deprecating, diflident worfhip of a felfith ch ri 1 ww? 
‘The heathens were rough, but fincere; the chrif- 
tians refined, but deceitful. The heathens worfl ip- 
ped their gods, in faith and with pleafure; Chrif- 
tians, wit! ’ di fidence, and through fear, nay, many 
of us fecretly wifh there were no God. ‘The idea 
of a God, and the manner in which we are taught 
to believe in him, embitters all our Itves. The hea- 
hens were involved in the groffeit fuperftition, yet 
through all that mift, they could fpy a Jupiter, and 
worthip him. ned in thefe enlightened times, three 
fourths of us cannot fee the fun, through pure ether. 
Certainly, if 5 worlhipped an unkno own, or mere 
fuppofed God, their faith was greater, and they were 
cuite as commendable as we. We have here omit- 
ted papal fuper {tition, which might make even a 
heathen bluth. 
n many of their ceremonies, they were ridiculouf- 
ly in ~inkigeat. An irrational being it might be fup- 
pofed would not run into fuch p sipable abfurdities. 
All this is frankly confedfled. Now let a heathen 
travel toa chriftian country. Let him come to Bof- 
ton (a model for picty) and afk the religion: of the 
Boftonians. ‘The m: ajo rity will deliver their creed 
hus. “ We believe, if we do not condu, as it be- 
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comes Chriftians, favored with revelation, we fhal! 
be eternally darmned—coiitizi rai to wunutterable 
vor.” Under fuch circumftances, the Heathen 
will expeét to find us terreftrial 1 ang ls. But let 
him abide with us one week,and he will pronounce 
devils incarnate; He will call us the moit ab- 
furd beings, which could poflibly be in iagined. 
“They are incapable of keeping out of the fire,” he 
will fay, “they firmly believe, they are inevitably 
undone, unlets they conduct with Proprirty, yet 
while they confefs this, they court the devil.” How 
would a Heathen fneer at us, were he sold, the re- 
ligion of Jefus was divided into more than twenty 
parts | Some of which were nearly opy ofite | That 
the bible was made ule of to prove contraricties 
viz. falvation and damnation, two oppolites ; tiva 
fome are eleéted, while Ged th no refpecter of per- 
ra ; two oppolites, that by the Grace of Ged we 
all (which many conftrue no more than half) are 
fave a while many are inevitably loft fore 
ambiguous interpretations. of the book, (which is 
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flo be continued.] 
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FOR THE NIGHTINGALE. 
SOLILOQUE, 
OF A MAN OF 95 YEARS, 
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STITAVE counted a number of days, which 
heaven allots to few in millicns. I have witnefled 
the changes of nearly a whole century. On the 
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plains where glitter the fpires of the city, and the 
noife of induitry and opulence is heard—I have feey 
the tall trees of the foreft wave their high tops to 
the winds. On the hills, in the vales, which now 
{mile by my cultivation—I have fought eut the de: 

of the bear, and filenced the yell of the catamount, 
I have feen generations born, rife, and pafs away~ 
T have feen my children at maturity ; but they are 
gone like the thadows of the morning. The chil. 
dren of my children, and the offspring of thefe, are 
fpread out around me. I am the laft of a chain of 
being, which, to trace confounds my imagination. 
Tam the firft of a feries of exiftence, the erds of 
which are already too remote for my view. I have 
been active, and induftrious all my life. Thofe, 
who came after me will enjoy with gratitude, the 
ameliorations of which I have been the author. | 
have practifed the virtues of the man, and the citi- 
zen. And now exhaufted nature yields. I fink 
gradually to the earth. I go, without regret, to 
commingle with thofe, who are gone before me. 








—————_——— 


ANOTHER SOLILOQUE, 
OF A MAN OF THE SAME AGE. 








ALAS ! Life has ceafed to have'a charm! I] 
have furvived all my cotemporaries, in the days of 
my youth, when the warm heart delights in its 
friendfhips. ‘They in whom I found pleafure, are 
gone, ‘Whey have left me defolate. Ihave feen 
the lapfe of a century. I have feen avarice and 
ambition extirpate the inhabitants of the foreits. 
And where thefe were, they have r:.ifed their cities, 
in which the fimplicity of nature, and the fweetnefs 
of innocence find no dwelling. Generations have 
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paffed away before my eyes, but I have been con- 
demned to furvive. My children! where are they ? 
Indiferiminable from the duft, whichis wafted at the 
will of the wind. Thofe they have left, feel little 
tendernefs for me. Thofe whom my wealth bribes 
to hold my fwiming head, and fupport my trembling 
fteps, tell me by their looks, Iam miferable. They 
tell me in expreflions more powerfulthanlanguage— 
«Pitiful being ! the continuance of your life is but 
a protraction of woe. You are an awful monu- 
ment of the wretchednefs which human nature may 
endure.” Who feels a fympathy for my fighs ? 
Whofe heart do my groans melt to compaflion ? I 
have but one with, to forget I live—one hope-—to 
hide me in the earth. 


Byton, Fune 30,96. CIMBRI. 








ACCOUNT OF A DREADFULLY INTERESTING ADVEN- 
TuRE oF Mr. WILLIAM BARTRAM, In East 
FLORIDA, DURING HIS BOTANICAL RESEARCHES, 


[FROM BARTRAM’S TRAVELS.]| 
{Concluded from No. XXIV.] 


STILL keeping clofe along fhore, on turning 
a point or projection of the river bank, at once I be- 
held a great number of hillocks or fmall pyramids, 
refembling hay-cocks, ranged like an encampment: 
along the banks. They ftood fifteen or twenty 
yards diftant from the water, on a high marfh, about 
four feet perpendicular above the water. I knew 
them to be the neits of the crocodile, having had a 
deicription of them before; and now expected a 
furious and general attack, as 1 faw feveral large 
crocodiles fwimming abreaft of thefe buildings. 
Thefe netts being fo great a curiofity to me, I was 
determined, at ali events, immediately to land and 
examine them. Accordingly, I ran my bark on 
fhore at one of their landing places, which was a 
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fort of nick or little dock, from which afcended » 
floping path or road up to the edge of the meadow 
where their nefts were; moft of them were defers 
ed, and the great thick whitifh egg-fhells lay broken 
and fcattered upon the ground ro pan about them. 
The nefts or hillocks are of the form of an obt 

cone, four feet high, and four or five feet in diameter 
at their bafes ; they are conftructed with mud, graf, 
and herbage. At firft they lay a floor of this kind of 
tempered mortar on the ground, upon which they de- 
pofit alayer of eggs, and upon this aftratum of mortar 
feven or eight inches in thicknets, and then another 
layer of eggs, and in this mannery one ftratum upon 
another, nearly to the top. I believe they commonly 
lay from one to 200 eggs, ina neft; thefe are hatched, 
{ fupps fe ith the heat of the funs sind perhaps the veg- 
etable fubftances mixed with the earth, being acted 
upon “me the fun, may caufe a fmall degree of fermen- 
tation,and fo increafe the heat in thofe hillocks. The 
ground for feveral acres 2bout thefe neits thew evi- 
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diftance, it was five or f feet high, and as thick as it 
could vrow together. ‘The female, as I imagine, 
carefully watches her own neft of eggs until they are 
il hatched; or, perhaps, while fhe is attending her 
own brood, ihe takes under her care: and protection 
as many as fhe can get at one time, either from her 
own particular neft, or others; but certain it is, that 
the young rare not left to fhift for themfeives ; forl 
have had frequent oppc rtunities of feeing the female 
alligator leading about the ihores her train of young 
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ones, juft asa hen does her bracd of chickens; and 
flie is equally alfiduous and ce Uragcous = defending 
th 5: nes ig, V wich are under her ca re, ai nd provi iding 
for their tubfiftence : and when ihe is batking upo 
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hear the young ones continually whining and barke 
ing, like young puppies. I believe but few of a brood 
ive to the years of full growth and magnitude, as the 
old feed on the young as long as they can make prey 
of them. 

The alligator, when full grown, isa very large and 
terrible creature, and of prodigious ftren; gth, atti vity 
and twiftnefs in the water. I have feen th xem twen- 
ty feet in length, and fome are fuppofed to be twen- 
ty- two or twenty-three teet in length. eda ir body 
is as larze as that of ahorfe; their fhape exa étly re- 
fembles that of a lizard, except their tail, which is 
flat or éunetform, aetee comprefled on each fide, and 
gradu: ily dimtnithing from the abdcemen t» the ex- 
tremity, ‘which, with the whele body, is covered with 
horny plates of fquamme, in penetrable when on the 
body of the live animal, even to a rifle bail, except a- 
bout theirhead and juft behind their foreless cr arms, 
where, it is faid, they are only vulnera'’e. © he head 
of a full grow: 1 one is aboutthree feet, anc the merth 
opens ne; arly the fame lengt! 5 their eyes are full 
in proport tion, and feem junk deep inthe be y 
means of prominency of the brows ; the noftrils are 
large, inflated, and prominent on the top, fo that the 
head 7 in the water refembles, at ad liftance, a great 
chunk of wood floa ting about. Only th e upper jaw 
moves, which they raife almoft perpendicular, fo as 
to form aright angle with the lower one. In the 
forepart of the upper jaw, on each fide, juft under 
the noitrils, are two very large, thic! k, ftrong teeth or 
tufks, not very fharp, but rather the fhape of a cone; 
thefe are as white as the fineit polished re: and 
are not covered by any {kin or lips, and always in 
fight, which give the creature a frightful appea- 
rance: in the lower jaw are holes oppoiite to thefe 
teeth, to receive them: when they clap their jaws 
to; gether it caufes a furprifing noife, like that which 
is made by forcing a heavy plank with violence up- 
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on the ground, and may be heard at a great dilkane 
But what is yet more furprifing to a ftranger, jy 
the incredible loud and terrifying roar, which thes 
are capable of making, efpecially in the {pring fea. 
fon, their breeding time. It moft refembles very 
heavy diftant th under, not only fhaking the. air ang 
waters, but caufing the earth to tremble ; 5 and when 
hundreds and thoufands are roaring at the fame 
time, you can fearcely be perfuaded, but that the 
whele glcbe is violently and dangeroufly agitated, 
An old champion, who is perhaps abfolute foyer. 
eign of a little lake or lagoon, (when fifty lefs than 
himfelf are obliged to content themfelves with fwell. 
ing and roaring in little coves round about) darts forth 
from the reedycovertsall at once, onthe furface of the 
waters, in a right line; at firft feemingly as rapid a 
lightning, but gradually more flowly until he arriygs 
at the center of the lake, when he ftops. He ” 
fwells by drawing in wind and water through his 
mouth, which caufes a loud fonorous ratling in tle 
throat for near a minute, but it is immediately fore. 
ed out again through his mouth and noftrils, wth 
aloud noife, bandithing his. tail in the air, and the 
vapour afcending from his noftrils like fmoke. At 
other times when fwollen to an extent ready to 
burft, his head and tail lifted up, he fpins or twits 
round on the furface of the water. He acts like an 
Indian chief when rehearfing his feats of war; and 
then retiring, the exhibition is continued by others 
who dare to ftep forth, and ftrive to excel each ot 
er, to gain the attention of the favourite female. 





DETACHED THOUGHTS. 
THEY who can fet a right value upon any thing 


will prize one tender well meant word, above all 
that ever made them laugh in the world. 

PASSIONS are the gales of life, ict us not com- 
plain, if they do not blow a ftorm. 
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THE PLUNDERED BOY. 
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{em Mr. HARLEY’S Poems, ju publifhed in London.j 
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* OUNG Cupid, on a musk-rofe bed, ; 
4th 
His little dapper body flung, Ve ‘ 


: 
While pendant o'er his curly head, t : 
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Oa jcfs'mine bough his quiver hung cy Wee Pal 


Young Jefly, frether than the May, 
And purer than the Mountain {now, 
Approach'd the God-head where he lay, 
And from the branches faatched his bow. 


The Sleeping Bey, with feather’d dart, 
She tickled light on ruddy cheek; 
* You wound,’ faid the, * My little heart ; 
*Whea ?—you difabled urchin—{peak |" 
ng boy, alarm'd | * 
; 
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* Ah! whea indeed—alas 


#Whea ?—cryed the blufl 
or how! 
‘ What! laugh you too at love difarm'd ? 


‘ Why then exulting damfel—now ! 


« 


¥ ‘A bow—Sce here ! from Myrtle lopp'd ; 


‘A quiver from my wing afford ; 


t 


‘And lo! your garter newly dropp'd, 
*T feize on for a filken cord. 
* And yet that breaft, fo foft and fair, 
* To torture, Jeffy, were a fin; 
‘But pluadered—ch dlenged —have a care, «f 
‘ Twang ‘pretty maiden—tIs it in ? 


sa 


‘fa ? in ??—* Ves ! yes !unerring boy, 
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* And prithee let ir there remain ! 
i ‘TY would not loofe the painful joy ; is 
. 7 


‘Oh no!--nor yet the pleafing paim. io 
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ANECDOTES. 
OF LORD MANSFIELD. 





SEEING fome favourable circumftancesin a man’s 
eafe who had itolen fome trifling trinket, he defired 
the profecutor to value it at ten pence; on which 
the other cried out, “Ten pence, my Lord ! why 
the very fa/bion of it coft me ten times the fum,’ 
«That may be, my friend,” faid his Lordthip, ut 
we muft not hang a man for fafhion fak ke. 

Being at one time on the Home circuit, a man 
was brought before him charged with ftcaling a fl. 
ver ladle, and in the courfe of the evidence the 
counfel for the Crown was rather fevere upx ‘ the 
prifoner for being an Attorney. “Come, come, 
his Lordfhip, in a whifper to the counfel, « do: 
exaggerate matters ; if the fellow had been an At. 
torney, you may depend on it he would have flolen 
the dow/ as well as ihe ladle.” 

A quondam Bithop having very charitably ct 
lifhed an Alims-Houfe, at his own Etipcace, fr fe 
twenty five poor women, Lord Mansfield was ap. 
plied to for an infcription for the portal of the houte; 
pon which his Lordfhip took out his pencil, an 
immediately wrote the following : 

Under this Roof, 
The Lord Bithop of 
Keeps 
No lefs than twenty-five Women. 


= 


—_— 


V9 
ut 











NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A piece Gained W. S. is receiveed, It fhall be infirted as “ the 
Moralift” No. 8, on next Saturday. 
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